
g«nÐp¡Zm¡l¡ 

hr¢: Oç n©m¡ n¡r¡yN¡y s¢¼ç 

 

sÚr¡: - àJ˜ â¿ˆ¶‚èœ 

a A i I  u U ` `¨ l¦ 

A  Aa   i   iI u U § ¨   l¦ 

Ü Ý  Þ  ß à á ¼ Ï ™¼ 

 

E ªE O O¬ a} a: 

e   eE  AaE A¬ A| A: 

ã    ä   æ å÷ Ü‹ Üý 

 

 * ¼ Ï ™¼ are not proper representations of the  

      Sanskrit vowels § ¨ and  l¦ 

vY¸n¡n¢ - ªñŒªò¿ˆ¶‚èœ 

k K g G H c C j J M 

k K g G H c C j J M 

k K g G H c C j J M 

    

z Z f F N t T d D n 

z Z f F N t T d D n 

z Z f F N t T d D n 



p P b B m 

p P b B m 

p qp b B m 

 

y r l v S x s h L 

y r l v S x s h L 

ò ó ô õ S û ú ý ÷ 

 

In the Sanskrit language, we have 15 vowels from A to A: . 

The generic consonants are 33 from k to h. The sound ÷  

In Tamil is generally represented as L in Sanskrit. X(þ)  

is actually a combination of  k and x (‚û). 

The sequence of sounds from k to X is referred to as 

AXmala (Üþñ£ô£). In Sanskrit literature dealing with  

special subjects the special vowel  l¦ has its long equivalent  

as well, which takes the vowel count to 16.  

 
The two short vowels in Tamil (â å) do not have equivalents  

in Sanskrit which has only their long form (e AaE). 

The shapes of some of the Grantha letters are close to   
those of Tamil. 

 
à á æ å÷ í î ï ò õ  

u U O O¬ N t n y v 

 

 



The other letters have shapes which differ. The Grantha  
Script evolved during the reign of the Pallavas in South  
India when Sanskrit as well as Tamil were prominent in  
use. This would explain the similarities between Tamil  
and Grantha letters. The Sanskrit letters in Grantha  
evolved from the early representation of Sanskrit in the 
Brahmi script (~300 BCE). 

 
Ü Ý ß ã è ê  

A A I E k c  

ë ì ð ó  ô 

M z p r l 

 

If one looks at the Grantha letters, one will observe close 
similarity between some of them, to the point of leading to 
confusion while reading. The following which have closely 
resembling shapes may be noted. 

 
i (Þ) H (é) L (÷) 

K (K) c (c) p (p)   v (v) 

ÜÂvõ£ó‹  }   z  Z 

 

Ûy¸na¢n - vY¸n¡n¢ ªñŒªò¿ˆ¶‚èœ 

Sounds of a language are made up of vowels, pure or 
generic consonants and consonant vowel combinations. 
 
Normally, while teaching the basic sounds, the basic 
consonants are always taught with the implied vowel 

 A (Ü). When it is necessary to represent a generic  

consonant Without an accompanying vowel, a special  
mark is added to the consonant to indicate that it is  
a generic consonant. 

in the Grantha  script, the mark q is used to indicate generic 

consonants. In some cases a special shape is also specified. 
The representations for all the generic consonants is shown 
below.  



Note : kq  tq  nq  mq  have special forms 

ä Kq gq Gq Hq  

cq Cq jq Jq Mq 

zq  Zq fq Fq Nq  

å Tq dq Dq æ 

pq Pq bq Bq ç 

yq rq lq vq Sq  

xq sq hq Lq Xq 

 

ÞvrrEKa: sÚr©rK¡: - àJ˜ â¿ˆ¶‚ °Pèœ 

A Aa i iI u U § 

a A i I u U ` 

a ¢ £ ¤ ¥ ¦ 

  ¡ ¢ £ ¤ ¥ ¦ 

  

¨ û e   eE   AaE  A¬ 

`¨ ¯ E ªE  O  O¬ 

 ©   ª  «   ¬ 

© ª ©-¡ -¬ 

 

Consonant vowel combinations are illustrated below for k  

k k¡ k¢ k£ k¤ 

k¥ k¦   ©k 

ªk ©k¡ k¬ k} k: 

The shapes used to indicate the combinations of a consonant 
With a vowel are generally known as “matras”. It may be noted 



that for some vowels, the matras are placed before the  
consonant while for others the matras follow the consonant. 
 

s|y¤³aXra: s}y¤kÏ¡Xr¡: 

Ã†ªì¿ˆ¶‚èœ 

 

The writing system followed for Sanskrit also specifies 
methods for conjuncts where generic consonants combine 
with other generic consonants. Such combinations are 

called s|y¤³aXra:. A Samyuktakshar may have typically 

2 to 3 consonants in it though there are some with four 
and a special one with five! 
 
In the Grantha script, methods are specified for such  
conjunct Aksharas as well. The word Akshara is used 
to refer to a sound in the written form as well. 
 
In the Devanagari script for Sanskrit, the general rules  
For writing conjuncts are effected through the use of  
half forms or one below the other form. In some cases  
a separate and unique form is also specified for a few  
conjuncts. Similar rules apply for writing conjuncts in  
the Grantha script. 

 

Here are some examples in Devanagari where the one  
Below the other rule is applied. 
 

 ± (k k), Êó (z z), ¾ (x z), ¾® (x z r), Äñ (H g)  

 

Here are some examples where half forms are used. 
 

 Àz(k z), Ôt(p t), Éc(M c), Øn(m n), Úp(l p) 

 

Interestingly, the Devanagari system also provides for  
Some alternate methods for writing some of the conjuncts. 
 

  ³ (k t) , X (k x) , åO (j M) , çO (p t) etc., 

 



In the Grantha script more or less unique rules apply for 
writing conjuncts. The lines below illustrate this for 
Grantha. Devanagari examples are given first. 

 

 ± (k k), Äð (H k), Âd (g d), ÅC (c C), ÎZ (N z) 

 Ót (n t), ê (d d), ¼ (d D), Ôp (p p), Ùy (y y) 

 

 kÀ(k k), HÀ(H k),  gÑ(g d), cÆ(c C), NË(N z) 

 ±(n t), dÑ(d d), ¼(d D), pÔ(p p), yí(y y) 

 

In Grantha (as in Devanagari) Special forms are used  

Where  r or y occurs at the end of a conjunt. 

@ c# z® æO p#  etc. 

k« c« z« t« p«  etc. 

Ày Åy ÊY Ïy Ôy   

kY cY zY tY pY   

 
It is possible to confuse the shape used for r with 

The shape used for the matra for the vowel `. While 

reading Grantha text this should be kept in mind. 
 

 
The most common conjunts with special forms in Grantha 
are shown below. 
 

ä+x=X  æ+D=² 

jq+M=»  æ+d=º 

Mq+c=·  æ+T=nÐ 

Mq+j=¸  æ+n=° 



å+T=µ  ç+m=¿ 

å+v=¶  Sq+c=SÅ 

dq+d=dÑ  Sq+r=½ 

dq+v=¹  Sq+v=SÚ 

æ+t=±  xq+z=¾ 

 

In Devanagari, combinations with r take a special 

form (knows as rEPm¯) when r occurs as the first consonant 

in a conjunct . In Grantha too, this is observed. 

kI cI zI tI pI  are examples. 

kR cR zR tR pR   

When r occurs in the beginning and y ends the conjunt, 

there is bound to be some confusion as to which shape goes 

first. Take for instance AÀYI akYR . This is resolved by 

reckoning the fact that  y comes before r in the order of 

consonants. The shape shown above applies. 

 


