ILDJ%QG)_I/TOQIT@/T

and): a9 BT BTUTWeTTW aleog

QUUT: - 2 Ul GTLPSHSISHSHET
%@Q-W-&M%&?S@J

F M T T I F OE E
2 Y Q) F o2 2 (B h GV

3

ant GGl & Qear Fo F:
q q Ao I e
o & @ ROT LD 2D

* (B e Gu(p are not proper representations of the

Sanskrit vowels 22 2 and @

c

N BIB] - QouiGWILpSSISF6T

o 621 U ol =2 9 1) & o

* @ W 9 T 9 B

4
Ay

& &, &5 s LY} F &> & &,

L. L, Ls L., 60 & D> Dz Da



/] 6D oY 2

g % I 9 N

LI oLl Lis Ll

w U @ 6/ UU o U an e
gy ¥ & 9 A ¥ H &8 &
w o g @ & UU ey e an 6T

In the Sanskrit language, we have 15 vowels from 31 to 3:
The generic consonants are 33 from < to &. The sound et
In Tamil is generally represented as & in Sanskrit. ()

is actually a combination of < and ¥ (say).

The sequence of sounds from < to & is referred to as
SHEHIAT (oymuomevr). In Sanskrit literature dealing with

special subjects the special vowel @ has its long equivalent
as well, which takes the vowel count to 16.

The two short vowels in Tamil (ér g) do not have equivalents

in Sanskrit which has only their long form (§ Bi\T).

The shapes of some of the Grantha letters are close to
those of Tamil.

o

5
LXS
®

3

e

@
1S

S

2

[
g
§
g
5
e
S
2



The other letters have shapes which differ. The Grantha
Script evolved during the reign of the Pallavas in South
India when Sanskrit as well as Tamil were prominent in
use. This would explain the similarities between Tamil
and Grantha letters. The Sanskrit letters in Grantha
evolved from the early representation of Sanskrit in the
Brahmi script (~300 BCE).

@ & &
TTr @d

If one looks at the Grantha letters, one will observe close
similarity between some of them, to the point of leading to
confusion while reading. The following which have closely
resembling shapes may be noted.

= (@) = (m) e (m)
@ (5) w0 (5) o (1) o (o)

QIWVAUTTID o L. O

ST - anessrs) QLowIOWILpS SIS F6T

Sounds of a language are made up of vowels, pure or
generic consonants and consonant vowel combinations.

Normally, while teaching the basic sounds, the basic
consonants are always taught with the implied vowel

3 (). When it is necessary to represent a generic

consonant Without an accompanying vowel, a special

mark is added to the consonant to indicate that it is

a generic consonant.

in the Grantha script, the mark = is used to indicate generic

consonants. In some cases a special shape is also specified.
The representations for all the generic consonants is shown
below.



Note: &% & o 2 have special forms

& Ff v alf @
L,_&_ oF oF oo o
*H e 2_? w )
alf an oS w0

FAE: oV wOweuT: - 2ulf 6T1pSSIF GPFH6T

Jq M T T I F =Hm
joo)

T @ o[Ue 9 DeT R
LR A S
T 9 © i a) J

® & W W o3
83 o am OOam & aer

R

© 6  O-7 -ar

Consonant vowel combinations are illustrated below for =

Fo FT  H) g F
FO Sy OF3
O0F QOFm Far Fo st

The shapes used to indicate the combinations of a consonant
With a vowel are generally known as “matras”. It may be noted



that for some vowels, the matras are placed before the
consonant while for others the matras follow the consonant.

Hﬁﬂ'ﬂw QYU olLI o [T Fongs [U T
L QIL_(1LpSSHISH6T

The writing system followed for Sanskrit also specifies
methods for conjuncts where generic consonants combine
with other generic consonants. Such combinations are

called ETRIG:. A Samyuktakshar may have typically

2 to 3 consonants in it though there are some with four
and a special one with five!

In the Grantha script, methods are specified for such
conjunct Aksharas as well. The word Akshara is used
to refer to a sound in the written form as well.

In the Devanagari script for Sanskrit, the general rules
For writing conjuncts are effected through the use of
half forms or one below the other form. In some cases
a separate and unique form is also specified for a few

conjuncts. Similar rules apply for writing conjuncts in
the Grantha script.

Here are some examples in Devanagari where the one
Below the other rule is applied.

®B(HES),T(€I,8FI,TEZTY,§ M
Here are some examples where half forms are used.

F<(® 2), W[ d), AR F), HHE €), <49(S 9)

Interestingly, the Devanagari system also provides for
Some alternate methods for writing some of the conjuncts.

® @A, AT ,T ), T (@A) etc,



In the Grantha script more or less unique rules apply for
writing conjuncts. The lines below illustrate this for
Grantha. Devanagari examples are given first.

F®F), T (TH),QEAI, B[, T (W2
«d @ @d),E§EF,EEQEY,TEHI, AT HI

&(H &), 2@ &), 2O 2), of(es on), e (ewr L)

<5 3), 2(2 2), wi@ w), ayes o), ww w)

In Grantha (as in Devanagari) Special forms are used
Where U or 9 occurs at the end of a conjunt.

£ 9 < El 9 etc

& oY b & A ek

| | ™ A W

Fy 2 Ly 23 N

It is possible to confuse the shape used for © with
The shape used for the matra for the vowel &. While

reading Grantha text this should be kept in mind.

The most common conjunts with special forms in Grantha
are shown below.

F+or =Ty BH+UW=RO

&5=gg B2
s -

&9 +ol=6%] BH+U9 =15

% +89=5% B)+b=61b



FH+U9=Fu9 Q+2=6

F+U=Tnl UT +el=UT
27+9=2 UT U =11y
o5 +aU=2J U'UF-I-G)_I=U6117'
B)+FH=65 Ay +L,_=ay

In Devanagari, combinations with { take a special

form (knows as}\"l-TF[) when ¥ occurs as the first consonant
in a conjunct . In Grantha too, this is observed.

% = | 2 d él are examples.

Hy @) L) By ey

When ¥ occurs in the beginning and ¥ ends the conjunt,
there is bound to be some confusion as to which shape goes

<
first. Take for instance 3] sy, . This is resolved by

reckoning the fact that ¥ comes before U in the order of
consonants. The shape shown above applies.



